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GREATER WHITTIER AREA 
BRANCH AAUW NEWSLETTER   

http://whittier-ca.aauw.net 
 DECEMBER 

2019 

There will be NO Branch Meeting in December 2019. 
 
Our traditional Meet & Greet event is coming up January 
10th.  (That is next year already! Like you, we wonder 
where the time has flown.) There will be a short branch 
meeting, followed by a Power Point presentation. There 
will be no Saturday Branch meeting in January.  
 

MEET & GREET 
COME ONE, COME ALL. 

INVITE A POTENTIAL MEMBER 
FRIEND, NEIGHBOR, OR SOMEONE WHO MAY BE 

INTERESTED 
IN AAUW. 

 
Place:   THE ASSISTANCE LEAGUE of WHITTIER 

6339 Greenleaf Ave., Whittier CA 90601 
Time:    6-8 PM 

Friday, January 10. 
 
Members are encouraged to bring an appetizer, 
dessert, or finger food.  If you do, admittance is free; 
otherwise there will be a $10 charge. There is no 
charge for guests.  Coffee, juice, and wine will be 
served. Oh, it is so much more fun to share a food or 
“liquid” item, isn’t it? This will be a fun informational 
evening concerning GWA-AAUW. We look forward to 
your attendance.  
 
Susan Halliday & Pauline Rogers 
Membership Co-Chairs 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated items for the 
Holiday Boutique, who helped set it up, and who 
bought tickets and/or bought items.  Our November 
9 Branch Meeting and Boutique was a wonderful 
beginning for the Holiday Season.  The New 
Century Singers entertained us beautifully as well.  
We cleared more than $2100 which will be used by 
the Branch to complete our budget.   
 
I especially want to thank Pat Dudley and Ann 
Chambers for setting up the opportunity drawing.  I 
am grateful for the stuffed animals and dolls from 
the collection of Jeanne Lavagnino, a member who 
passed away recently at age 101.  Her son donated 
the beautiful items to us, and many were purchased.  
My family helped me so much with transporting and 
setting up a large quantity of stuff.  Daughter Cherie 
and granddaughter Samantha were wonderful in 
arranging everything before our sale began at 11:00.  
Many others should be thanked, and I hope you 
know your donations and efforts are greatly 
appreciated.  This was my last year as chair of this 
event.  It has been fun, but now it is time for 
someone else to take the fundraiser reins. 
 
 
Sharon Heck, Boutique Chair 
 

JANUARY 
2020 
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  Mission: To Advance equity for women and girls through research, education, and advocacy. 

Greetings! Wishing you and your family a glorious holiday season. Our branch continues to support the 
mission of AAUW with our outstanding  monthly meetings, programs and our Newsletter.  We help 
shape the lives of the next generation of women through Campus Initiatives  such as NCCWSL 
(National Conference for College Women Student Leaders).  We fully sponsored a young woman from 
Whittier College to attend NCCWSL at the University of Maryland College Park in 2018 and again in 
2019. We are leveling the playing field for women and girls in STEM.  The Myra Long Scholarship 
Fund sponsors our Math/Science Conference and Tech Trek.  We advocate for policies that advance 
equity. We provide Educational Funding for lifelong learning opportunities for women through the 
Myra Long Scholarship Fund which provides scholarships for women to pursue their higher education 
degrees. Lastly, the branch and individual members donate to the AAUW Fund to support National 
programs such as the American Fellowships, International Fellowships, Selected Professions, Career 
Development Grants, and the Community Action Grants. 

Much has happened in planning future events.  I submitted the Branch reservations for 8 girls to attend 
Tech Trek at Whittier College this summer.  The MOU or Memo of Understanding which outlines the 
branches’ responsibility for Tech Trek was submitted to Susan Negrete, State Tech Trek Coordinator, on 
November 7, 2019.  I’ve contacted Karen Romero, our NCCWSL recipient to discuss her plans for 
Whittier College and how our branch can help. We will meet with Karen at Whittier College after the 
Thanksgiving Holiday.  Let me know if you would like to attend the meeting. In addition, contact was 
made with Gina-Marie Di Pierro, Interim Director of the CEC (Center for Engagement with 
Communities) at Whittier College to develop plans to choose our two NCCWSL recipients for this year.  

There’s no December meeting. Please plan to attend the Meet and Greet on Friday, January 10th at the 
Assistance League in Whittier from 6-8 PM.  Cost of the event is $10.00 unless you bring a potluck item 
to share.  This is a great opportunity to bring a friend or perspective member to learn about our branch.  

In closing, I would like to thank all the members for your continued support of the Greater Whittier Area 
Branch of AAUW.  It is my pleasure and honor to serve as your president. 

All the best, 

Rozanne Child 
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What Does the AAUW California Organization Do For You   
AAUW California provides its branches and members with....  

•		Someone to listen  

•		Discounted Insurance for your branch activities  

•		Important and inspiring information  

•		Tips from the trenches  

•		Mission-based projects such as Tech Trek, Speech Trek, Financial Literacy, etc.  

•		Support for innovative branch projects through a grant program  

•		Speakers and advisors through the Branch Resource Connection Program  

•		A paid professional lobbyist to track California issues that you care about  

•		California Action Alert emails on pending state legislation  

•		Suggested actions to make your voice heard in state government  

•		A showcase for branch success stories that you can try  

•		Ongoing communication through a website, monthly e-newsletter to branch leaders,  social media and     the California 
Perspective publication  

•		Peer group sharing opportunities for various branch roles  

•		Guidance and materials from state committees on Membership, Branch Support, Leadership Development, Program and 
more  

•		Fund luncheons to raise awareness of the impact of donations to AAUW Fund  

•		State-wide biennial convention or annual meeting to foster learning and sharing with like-minded people  

•		Annual Leadership Development Days to educate and inspire branch leaders  

•		Assistance in developing and maintaining college/university partnerships  

								*	Special Projects Fund, allowing tax deductible donations to qualified projects and scholarships  

•		Database of all California branches and their leaders; publication of an annual directory  

•		Access to a state office manager for prompt assistance with questions  
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This news article is going to cover two months:  December 2019 and January 2020.  However, you 
are probably already aware of that.  This is the end of a year and a commencement of another.  Kindly 
remember your donation to the AAUW Fund, which you can do online at aauw.org under the 
donation denotation.  If you prefer to send me a check make the check payable to AAUW FUND and 
send to Pauline Rogers, 680 Juniper Way, La Habra, CA 90631. We all want to support equity for 
women and girls and demonstrate that our Branch “steps up to the plate” to do just that! 
 
The AAUW goals ahead for 2020 continue to be (1) Equal pay for equal work, (2) Investing in 
education, (3) Reducing student debt, (4) Strengthening Social Security and (5) Implementing paid 
leave. These are the major reasons why we have joined AAUW and why we support AAUW.  
On another note, I recently attended the Fall luncheon for the AAUW Fund.  I was amazed by the 
remarkable women that AAUW has chosen to support furthering their educational goals.  Do NOT 
miss this insightful and indeed most enjoyable luncheon when it occurs next October. Meet other 
AAUW Branch members from around the region who, like you, desire and support women and girls 
in their efforts for greater equality in education and in the labor force. 
May you and yours have a most happy and safe Holiday Season. And may the New Year bring 
peaceful solutions to any and all challenges that may arise. 
 
Pauline Rogers 
AAUW Fund VP 
 

 
GWA-AAUW members in attendance at the October AAUW Fund Luncheon. Dolores Seidman, 
Pauline Rogers, Paula Ocampo. Sharon Heck, Rozanne Child and Joyce Paul. 
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Bet you thought the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) was dead and buried like some psychedelic 
dream from the 1970s.  Well, maybe it is, but then again, maybe not.  Here’s why. 

First, what is the ERA?  It is a very simple amendment that states “Equality of rights under the 
law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex”—
Simple enough, and for 20 years prior both parties had advocated for it.   When Congress 
proposed the amendment in 1972, the resolution said it would become effective if approved by 
three-quarters of state legislatures “within seven years.” 

Unfortunately, the nascent religious right mobilized against it and the effort stalled at 35 states 
ratifying (it needs 38).  It stayed stalled even though Congress extended the deadline to 1982.  
However, supporters developed a 3-part approach:  Pass the resolution in 3 of the 15 states that 
haven’t done so; Get Congress to extend the deadline and then start fighting to get it approved.  
Guaranteed, there will be court challenges and heaven know what else.  However, there is still a 
chance. 

Nevada (yeah!) and Illinois have ratified the ERA; Virginia very well may.  The results of the 
2019 elections bode well.  If Virginia doesn’t pan out, then supporters will concentrate on 
Arizona and North Carolina.  There is an excellent article about all of this in the January 2019 
issue of The Atlantic.   

Why do we still need it; don’t we have a 14th Amendment? The 14th amendment guarantees equal 
rights to all men.  As crazy as it sounds, women’s rights can still be abrogated by states or courts. 
From the AAUW website:  “The lack of constitutional equality reaches every aspect of women’s 
lives. The ERA would clarify, once and for all, that sex discrimination in employment, 
reproductive rights, insurance, Social Security, education, and more is a violation of our 
constitutional rights as Americans. The ERA provides the opportunity to seek legal recourse 
when an individual faces sex discrimination.”  AAUW supports passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 

So, if you have friends or colleagues in Virginia, start calling.  It’s OK to write letters to out-of-
state legislators as well.  We need to do everything we can to protect and ensure the right of all 
women.  Keep your eye on this one, Ladies. 

Patricia Cuocco, Public Policy Chair   
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Several of us have been talking about how difficult it is to keep up with what is happening with our fellow 
members.  This includes good stuff – milestones and accomplishments, as well as the not so good stuff – 
sickness, accidents and deaths.   

Starting with the February 2020 newsletter, we will have a new column which gives this information and it 
all depends on YOU.  We will try to make this as easy as possible.  Throughout the month, as you learn about 
things, send me an email – patricia@fullerton.edu.  Don’t worry about format or making it into a Word doc.  I 
will keep them in a file and publish them.  The only thing you MUST concern yourself with is getting 
permission to share the information from the person involved (or family).  This is very important, since 
we are not in the business of violating anyone’s privacy.  

Contest?  What Contest?  We need a name for our new column.  Think about it and send your suggestions (as 
many as you like) to me by January 12, 2020.  I will ask the ladies who work with me on the newsletter to 
help select the winning title and the winner will receive a $25 gift certificate to somewhere cool.   

This is a  great time to acknowledge the newsletter helpers:  Sharon Heck prints the copies for those without 
email and is a first-class proof-reader.  Dolores Seidman and Kaye Kidwell proof-read and do a fabulous job 
of catching my errors.  Carole Duff mails out the printed copies to our members.  THANKS, LADIES! 

Patricia Cuocco, Newsletter Editor 
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As I write this article, I have 19 of the 20 speakers I need for the Conference.  Hopefully, I will send 
the list of speakers to the schools this coming week.  The teachers will then send me the list of their 14 
students with their five speaker choices.  The list will be due to me before the students are out of school 
for the Christmas holiday.  I will then set up the workshops so each young woman will hear six STEM 
speakers.  I have added a bit to their curriculum of possible speakers this year.  Some artists use 
computers, and some must use mathematics in their arts and crafts creations.  We have two speakers in 
these areas.  

This is the last newsletter before our conference on Wednesday, January 29 at Whittier College.  
Dolores Seidman is collecting the names of volunteers for the event.  Thank you for volunteering, and 
remember you are invited to stay for lunch following the conference.  We will have another very good 
experience for these 8th Grade Girls from the Greater Whittier Area as we hold our 27th Conference. 

Sharon Heck, Chair 

 

It’s time again to plan for our inspiring Math Science Conference for 8th grade 
girls on the campus of Whittier College. The Conference will be on Wednesday 
January 29, 2020 under the able leadership of Sharon Heck.  Volunteers are 
needed for the following categories: 1. Greeters who will meet school buses and 
lead students to registration point and classrooms. 2. Moderators who will 
introduce the speakers in the classrooms. 3. Registration Workers ( just a few) 4. 
Packet Stuffers (on Wednesday, January 22, at 6:00 PM at home of Barbara Gile.) 
5. As Needed (always welcome). 
 
 Check your calendars and plan to sign up if you have not already done so at the 
Meet and Greet Meeting on January 10 at the Assistance League or via e-mail 
giving your name, e-mail address and assignment preference to Dolores Seidman 
at deeseidman@gmail.com. Lunch will be provided for those who volunteer on 
campus. Those who volunteer will receive follow up e-mails with specific 
assignments. 
 
Thank you. 
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Thursday, January 16 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays Everyone!  December is a joyous, busy month.  We know how full your calendars are at 
this time of year so, with that in mind, we have not scheduled a December Dining For $$$$$ event.   

However, January is just around the corner!  Gathering with friends or family to catch up on holiday 
happenings can be fun and relaxing – especially when there is no cooking involved.  Our January 
fundraiser will be held at The Original Roadhouse Grill on Whittier Blvd. Many of you may not realize 
that Roadhouse serves lunch specials during the day along with their regular menu.  The holiday rush will 
be behind you.   

Time to enjoy a leisurely meal with many selections of salads, sandwiches, steak, chicken and seafood.  
Roadhouse now has a Little Less Menu for those who want a smaller meal too. Restaurant hours are 
11:00am until 10:00pm. Please note that take-out is not available for this event.  Flyers can be found 
near the end of this newsletter.  We hope you can support this event. 

 

Carole Duff 
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   First Friday for 
December will be at the home of Gwen and Mahlon 
Woirhaye, 5810 Friends Avenue, one block north of 
Beverly. Parking permits will be on the front gate. 
Bring friends, whatever you like to drink, and an 
appetizer or dessert to share. Come at 6 and stay until 
8 and usher in the Holidays on Friday, December 6. 

There will be no First Friday in January.  

gwen@woirhaye.com 

Gwen Woirhaye, Chair 

 

 

I understand that several people now have 
personal conflicts that interfere with our 
Monday walking time.  Originally, that was 
the day requested by most people.  Now our 
group has shrunk to only three members.  
So, we have decided to take a hiatus for the 
months of December and January and try to 
regroup.  If you are interested in continuing 
this GWA-AAUW section, please contact 
me during this break.  Please let me know if 
there are alternate days you could walk.  The 
designated hour will be 9:00-10:00 AM.  I 
hope we can find a more suitable day.   

Ann Chambers        
chambersann6@msn.com        562-690-6150      

 

 

 

 
Our next International Concerns meeting will be on Thursday, January 16, 2020 at 10:00 AM.  We 
will not be meeting in December 2019.   We will be meeting at the home of Louise Holden, 16356 
Prudencia Dr., Whittier, CA 90603.  If you need directions to her home, please call Louise.  562-
947-6412 
 
In January we will be discussing the 2019 Great Decisions book for the last time.  It will be a 
summary of 2019.  The 2020 Great Decisions books will be distributed.  The cost is $24 each.  

All Branch members are welcome to attend the meeting.   
Sharon Heck 
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Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
We do not meet in December. 
 
The Railway Detective by Edward Marston 
 
Reviewed by Gwen Woirhaye 
 
London 1851.  With the opening of the Great Exhibition at hand, interest is mounting in the 
engineering triumphs of the railways, but not everyone feels like celebrating. 
 
In an audacious attack, the London to Birmingham mail train is robbed and derailed, causing 
many casualties.  Planned with military precision, this crime proves a challenge to Detective 
Inspector Robert Colbeck who fights to untangle a web of murder, blackmail and destruction. 
 
As Colbeck closes in on the criminal masterminds, events take an unexpected turn when the 
beautiful Madeleine, daughter of the injured train driver, becomes a pawn in the criminals’ 
game.  With time running out, good and evil, new and old, battle against each other.  But will 
the long arm of the law have speed on its side? 
 
The Railway Detective is an action-packed dip into murky 1850s London.  Full of historical 
detail, unexpected twists and memorable characters, this is a mystery that will surprise you at 
every turn. 
 
We will meet at Mimi’s Restaurant at 15436 E. Whittier Blvd, Whittier (in Whittwood) at 
6:30 PM.  PLEASE NOTE THE NEW LOCATION. 
 
Reservations - Sharon Heck: 562-698-0476  email - heck37@verizon.net 
 
Books for 2020 
 
March 18, 2020 
A Pedigree  to Die For by Laurien Berenson 
Reviewed by Maurine Behrens 
 
May 20, 2020 
Poison Pen: A Forensic Handwriting Mystery by Sheila Lowe 
Reviewed by Linda Oberholtzer 
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    The December meeting of Memories will feature, once again, a luncheon at the lovely home of Helen Rahder 
in South Pasadena at 12 noon on Dec. 18.  (Please note change of date and time for this meeting only).  This is 
always a special event so hope to see everyone there.  Carpooling is recommended since this is a parking-
permitted area. Please email Carole Restovich at bruinclr@yahoo.com  if you are attending and also let her 
know if you need a ride.  Helen’s address is 1582 Rose Villa.  Directions: Take Rosemead north to California 
Blvd. (one block past Huntington Dr.), left on California, go about five miles to Hill St., right on Hill three 
blocks to Rose Villa, turn right on Rose Villa to 1582.  PARK IN DRIVEWAY. You can also use the 605 Fwy. 
to the 210 Fwy., west on 210 to Hill St., south (left) on Hill to Rose Villa, left on Rose Villa to 1582. Helen’s 
phone: 626-799-4485. 

    The January Memories meeting will take place at 1:30 PM on January 22 at the home of Carole Restovich.  
The topic is “What I Learned in 2019” about myself, my community, or the world. No limitations! All are 
welcome  and all are invited to write on any topic of interest to them.  Come share your thoughts.  Directions to 
Carole’s house which is behind Whittwood at 10314 Portada Dr.:  Whittier Blvd. east to Santa Gertrudes, south 
(right) on Santa Gertrudes, right on Starbuck and left on Portada to 10413.  Phone: 562-787-0727 

 

 

Modern Trends meets January 23rd, 2020 at 7 PM at the home of Carol Shupek.  The hostess is also Carol. Carol's 
address is 6204 Southwind Drive, Whittier. Her number is: 562-273-5656.  Carol is the reviewer. We will be reading 
A Woman of Valor, by Allan Topol. 

A Woman of Valor is about Leora Baruch who hurls herself into acts of daring, enduring prison and torture as a crack 
member of the M-18, Israel's feared anti-terrorist force.  

 If you have any questions,call Georgine Sweeney at 562-631-6698.  We are looking for hostesses for March and 
May. We are looking for reviewers for March and May.  

Books for 2019-2020: 

February 27th: Where the Crawdads Sing by D. Owens 

March 26th: The Third Twin by Ken Follett 

May 28th: The Red Notebook by Antoine Laurain 
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December:    We will not meet in December. 

January: 

We will start the year by reading Where the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens.  Although this is the author’s first 
novel, she long ago distinguished herself as a gifted writer. In the mid-80s, Owens co-wrote with her 
husband Cry of the Kalahari, which was a best-selling, nonfictional account of traveling and researching 
Africa’s Kalahari Desert. One of the joys of that book was the Owens’ description of the natural world, 
and Where the Crawdads Sing is immersed in the natural world as well. The story is set in the 1950s and 
revolves around a young woman named Kya Clark, who is from extremely rural North Carolina. Known by 
others as the Marsh Girl, she lives alone in nature - but the draw of other people, and specifically love, brings 
her into contact with the greater world. This novel has a mystery at its core, but it can be read on a variety of 
levels. There is great nature writing; there is coming of age; and there is literature. Crawdads is a story lovingly 
told—one that takes its time in developing its characters and setting and in developing the story.  

The meeting is on Monday, January 27, and will begin at 10AM at Ann Topjon’s, 5654 Palm Ave., Whittier.  
The co-hostess is Peggy Kiefer.  Because no one signed up as the discussion leader, please be prepared with a 
question for discussion of this mesmerizing story.  I will prepare a little background information.  Please join us! 

Ann Topjon, Chair  562-695-6185 

  

  
		

 

All past, present and future AAUW Presidents are  

cordially invited to our annual Christmas dinner. 

Wednesday, December 3, 2019 at 6:00PM 

At the home of Gwen Woirhaye 

5810 Friends Avenue 

Whittier CA 90601 

 

The cost will be $20.00 

 

Our individual gifts  (if you want to bring) will be a 
gift card for Target, Ralph’s, Costco, Walmart, etc. 
donated to the Women’s and Children’s Crisis 
Shelter. 
 

PLEASE RSVP by Friday, December 1st 

To Barbara Gile 
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The Triple P Section was started by Colleen Tan for the Past Presidents of AAUW to support the Branch. 
Attached is a picture taken at least 12 years ago of former Presidents of the Whittier Branch. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lunar New Year Celebration 
In honor of Colleen Tan 

The Positive Past Presidents of 	
Greater Whittier Area 

American Association of University Women invite you to join us for a Chinese 
Dinner	

Year of the Rat Wednesday, January 29, 2020	
6 PM – Cost $25 	

Silver Palace Restaurant 
15326 Whittier Blvd. Whittier 

Please RSVP to: 
Barbara Gile 562-693-7279 or barbaragile@me.com 

 
It	is	Ok	to	pay	at	the	door	if	you	have	made	a	reservation.	

 

(L to R back row) Marion 
Locke. Gen’nel Walters, Bobbie 
Jessup, Gwen Woirhaye,  
Ellen Larson, Jan Berry, Ruth 
White, Lois Foreman, Betty Orr, 
Ruth Savage, Judy Pappe, 
(L/R front row) Colleen Tan, Jill 
Smith, Virginia Isenberg, and 
Marcia Orr 
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DECEMBER 2019 & JANUARY 2020 

GREATER WHITTIER AREA BRANCH CALENDAR 

DATE TIME EVENT PLACE 
DEC    
    
3 6 PM  PPP Christmas Party Gwen Woirhaye, Whittier 
6 6 PM – 8 PM First Friday Gwen Woirhaye, Whittier 
18 12 Noon Memories Helen Rahder, South Pasadena 
    
JAN    
    
7 7 PM Board Meeting St. Matthias Church, Whittier 
10 6 PM Meet and Greet  Assistance League, Whittier 
12 NA Name that Contest entries due  Patricia Cuocco 

patricia@fullerton.edu 
15 6:30 PM Mystery Mavens Mimi’s Restaurant, Whittier 
16 10 AM International Concerns Louise Holden, Whittier 
16 11 AM – 10 PM Dining for $$$$ Roadhouse Grill, Whittier 
22 1:30 PM Memories Carole Restovitch, Whittier 
22 6 PM Math/Science Day Packet Party Barbara Gile, Whittier 
23 7 PM Modern Trends in Literature Carol Shupek, Whittier 
27 10 AM Morning Book Ann Topjon, Whittier 
29 7:30 AM Math/Science Day Whittier College, Whittier 
29 6 PM PPP Lunar New Year Celebration Silver Palace, Whittier 
    
    

 

Please consult our style sheet and follow it when preparing your newsletter article.  It will save 
me a great deal of time and work.  If you do not have a style sheet, please let me know and I will 
send you one.  Thank you for your cooperation and for sending in your articles by the 15th of the 
month.  All submissions must be in WORD documents as attachments to emails.  Please 
create the document within WORD itself rather than cutting and pasting into WORD.  
Please DO NOT use TABS.  Please, do not type the articles within the email itself. Please 
give the article a descriptive name, not merely “newsletter article,” and use that name in the 
subject line of the email. 

Please send articles by email on or before the 15th of every month to patricia@fullerton.edu 

Newsletter Editor – Patricia Cuocco 
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Greater Whittier Area -   
American Association of University Women 
PO Box 5333 
Whittier, CA 90607- 5333 


