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Program 
Profile of an Unknown, Yet Very Important Woman 

Did you see that?  Did October just fly by on a witch’s broom or was I so entangled in a ghost’s 

nightmare for the past few weeks that I totally missed it?  Whatever the case, November is here, and 

the Program is set.  We will be welcoming guest speaker, Celeste Candida, who will speak about 

Henrietta Lacks and her little-known, but important, story.   

Celeste Candida is a retired professor who has a voracious appetite for taking in life experiences that 

continually feed her appetite for learning. She grew up in Detroit, Michigan, earned her bachelor’s 

degree in journalism at Wayne State University, and later earned her master’s degree in English at 

Loyola Marymount University. 

She began her career as a journalist in Detroit. Her travels took her to Honolulu, Hawaii, where she 

worked as an assistant editor for a tourist newspaper, and finally to Los Angeles, where she was a copy 

editor for the Los Angeles Herald Examiner, before moving on to teaching. She has taught 

composition courses at Citrus College, Pasadena City College, Whittier College, and Rio Hondo 

College, where she encouraged students to write essays on less common topics. Why? Because she 

looks to history to bring out the stories of people who are often overlooked, like Henrietta Lacks, 

whom she will tell us about at our upcoming Branch meeting. 

Now that Celeste is retired, she has gone back to writing, but this time, she’s writing fiction, and has 

already published a romance novel titled Second Chance for Love. She is presently working in a new 

genre, the detective novel. 

When Celeste is not creating vivid characters for her novels, we might find her taking photographs of 

interesting objects, keeping up with Linkin Park concerts, baking, or volunteering at Union Station 

Homeless Services in Pasadena. What she likes best, however, is spending time with her thirty-

something daughter, Maria. 

Celeste’s curiosity in people, in history, and in her research keeps her intellectually active, and an ideal 

teacher!  I hope you will be able to join us for Celeste’s presentation of Henrietta Lacks on November 

8th at our Branch meeting.  We would love to see you there to learn more about this African American 

woman, Henrietta Lacks, who changed medical history.   

 

Written by: 

Claire Koehler, AAUW VP Program Director 
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HOSPITALITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRANCH MEETING 

Date:  Saturday, November 8, 2025 

Time:  9:30 AM - raffle, socialize, pastries & beverages 

              10 AM - Meeting Begins 

Location:  Fellowship Hall 

                       First Friends Church Whittier 

                       13205 Philadelphia St. 

                       Whittier, CA 90601 

Directions:  The entrance is off the courtyard, facing Washington Avenue.  Parking is  

 off the alley in the rear. Turn north from Philadelphia to the alley 

 

Cost:  $10/person 

RSVP: Please RSVP by November 5th for the correct food and seating count to: 

Kay Clark, Treasurer 

Email: kayclark310@gmail.com  

Phone: (310) 890-6510 

Time Capsule/100 

• The Whittier Branch of the AAUW began in the summer of 1925 when Mrs. Walter 

Dexter, wife of the Whittier College president, encouraged Dr. Mary Hill, a college 

faculty member, to visit the AAUW National Headquarters. 

• On September 10, 1925, seventeen women representing different colleges 

gathered at Mrs. Dexter’s home to organize the new branch. 

• These women lived in a time of great change - when closed cars were replacing open 

models and General Electric had just introduced a new automatic, quiet refrigerator that 

only needed defrosting once or twice a month. 

• In 1927, when the Model T changed to the Model A, a farmer’s wife was asked why her 

family had a car but no bathtub. She replied, “You can’t drive to town in a bathtub.” 

We give thanks to Mrs. Dexter for recognizing, a century ago, that Whittier needed AAUW. 

No matter how the Thanksgiving menu evolves or who carves the turkey, the spirit of 

gratitude and unity continues to thrive. 

 

Marian Locke 

Hospitality VP 

 

mailto:kayclark310@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Moving Forward Together: Advancing in Equity and Inclusion is our theme this 

year. It reminds us to keep our AAUW mission in mind as we carry out our 

branch’s activities.  Our program for October was a good example, as our speakers, 

who are both members of the branch, tackled democracy and justice.   

 

Nancy Cowardin shared her experiences as a forensic specialist advocating for 

persons with disabilities in the criminal justice system.  And we learned about  

Proposition 50 and the AAUW Get Out the Vote (GOTV) 2025 Guide as Margo Reeg provided 

us with information and motivation to vote in the upcoming special election on November 4.   

Be sure to exercise your democratic right to vote and send in your ballots. 

 

The October 11 branch meeting was a visual treat, as Hospitality VP, Marian Locke, provided 

holiday-themed decorations as well as a tasty buffet.   Thanks to the Raffle Committee, Kay Clark, 

Pauline Rogers, and Quincey Grace, there were many people at the raffle table, contributing to our 

fundraising as well as having fun.  

 

The AAUW Los Angeles County Interbranch Council (LACIC) is meeting on Sunday, November 

9, at 2 PM on Zoom.  All are invited.  Margo Reeg will be presenting discussions on Measure G  - 

the Los Angeles County Government Reform Act (see article on page 7).  We will send the 

LACIC newsletter with Zoom link to everybody. The LACIC meeting is a great opportunity to 

hear from members of other branches, and the presentations are always interesting.   

 

Thank you to the volunteers who signed up at the October meeting for the Hospitality, Tech Trek, 

Bylaw/Standing Rules, and Nominating Committees.  We still need more: Tech Trek Coordinator, 

the Bylaw/Standing Rules and Nominating Committees, or a newsletter proofreader. Are you 

interested in learning about the governance of the branch?  If we have enough people, we will form a 

discussion group. As always, you can contact me directly at pocampo@aol.com 

 

Happy Birthday to everyone born in November!   

Karen Van der Baan, Nov. 2  Lovey Sherman, Nov. 5  Patricia Cuocco Nov. 17 

Andrea Bellamy, Nov. 19   Barbara Gile, Nov. 23 

Did you know?  Birthdays are now listed in the Yearbook.  If you haven’t already, send your 

birthdate to Susan Halliday at sbathalliday@yahoo.com.   Be sure to include the year, we will not 

publish it, but use for demographics. 

 

The date is set for our 100th Anniversary celebration to be held on April 11, 2026.   We will have 

our annual branch meeting for everyone, with a special keynote speaker.  In addition, we will have 

a separate luncheon afterwards, details and ticket prices to be announced soon.   

 

And lastly, I wish you all peaceful and enjoyable holidays; Veterans Day on November 11, and 

Thanksgiving Day on November, whether with a big family or a quiet time to reflect. 

 

Paula Ocampo 

GWA-AAUW President 

 

 

 

AAUW MISSION STATEMENT – To advance equity for women and girls through research, 

education, and advocacy. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sbathalliday@yahoo.com
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

The membership committee challenges all of you to spread the word that GWA-AAUW  is here 

and 100 years strong. I am inviting each of you throughout the year to help us continue the work of 

AAUW by inviting people to join. Ask your friends, family members, or casual acquaintances 

from yoga class, book club, or other groups you attend to join us. Invite a guest to a book club 

meeting, First Friday, or a general meeting. 

 

Let’s welcome new members: 

Terry Cleary 

Patricia Grimm 

Cynthia Zwinggi 

 

We have been contacting members who have not paid their dues for the coming year. Many of 

you are now out of the grace period. Please check your records. Dues are now $128, which 

includes your membership in the AAUW California and AAUW national organizations. You can 

pay your dues on the national website, AAUW.org, or please send to:  Kay Clark, 11915 Inez 

St., #8, Whittier, CA 90605. Checks should be made out to GWA AAUW. You can also pay by 

Zelle to Kay Clark310@gmail.com. We hope all of you will continue your support of AAUW 

and remain a member of our Branch - GWA AAUW. 

 

Andrea Bellamy 

Membership VP 

RAFFLE FUNDRAISER 
 

Our second raffle at the October meeting went better than September’s.  We took in $145.00 

with help from several donors who brought cute, interesting and beautiful items.   

 

For November’s Raffle we again are hoping to receive donated items or gift cards (no more than 

$30.00 ea.).  If you have something to donate, please let me know.  We do need items by 9:15 

the morning of the meeting so people can see what they might win.  If you want, I can arrange to 

pick up your donations so we have it early. 

 

 

Kay Clark  

Kayclark310@gmail.com 

(310) 890-6510 

 

 

mailto:Kayclark310@gmail.com
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AAUW FUND 
 

It’s time to begin the selection process for the Greater Whittier Area branch AAUW Fund 

Named Gift Honoree(s) to be awarded at a 2026 Spring meeting for their outstanding, dedicated 

service to AAUW. 

 

Please use the included nomination form on the next page. You may nominate more than one 

person.  

 

Send it to Sheryl Crockey via U.S. Mail, email, or in person by Wednesday, January 7, 2026.  

 

Thank you! 

Sheryl Crockey, AAUW Fund VP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) 
 

Discussion group meetings on the book, Me and White Supremacy by Layla Saad, will be held 

on the third Tuesday in October, November, January, and February at Pat Dudley’s home.  

 

When/Time:  November 18 

Where:   15718 Lindskog Dr., Whittier 

 

Arrive by 2:00 PM.  The Circle Way* discussions will begin 

promptly at 2:15 and last approximately one hour with a 15-minute 

debrief following the discussion.  The discussions will center 

around the content and the participants' journaling experience 

designated for the session.  Participants need to come prepared to 

be leaders in the circles by reading the session content and 

prewrite/reflection or writing their journal responses.  Our theme 

for this year’s GWA AAUW Reads DEI is Welcome to the Work. 

 

Participants receive a monthly email with the specific reading and writing content for each 

session.  Contact Pat Dudley if you have questions or did not receive the emailed participant 

session information. 

 

Pat Dudley 

DEI Coordinator 

*Components of the Circle 
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AAUW FUND NAMED GIFT HONOREE NOMINATION FORM 
 

Each year our branch recognizes members who provide leadership and contribute to the success 
of the programs and goals of the branch.  These members are the ambassadors who promote the 
mission of AAUW. In addition to an individual, a group or an organization that enhanced the 
mission of AAUW may be nominated. 
 

Nominee: 

 

Leadership: 

 

 

 

Participation in Branch Activities: 

 

 

 

Community Activities as Related to AAUW: 

 

 

 

 

What makes this candidate an outstanding member of GWA-AAUW? 

 

 

 

 

Nominated by: 

 
 
Please return by Wednesday, January 7, 2026. Attach additional pages if needed. 
 
email  tosherylc@icloud.com. 
or 
Mail:  Sheryl Crockey  
 5507 Gregory Ave. 
 Whittier, CA  90601 
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PUBLIC POLICY 
 

Measure G  - Los Angeles County Government Reform Act 

 

Los Angeles County Government Reform as adopted by voters in November 2024 as Measure G 

is now in the implementation phase under the direction of the Government Reform Task Force.  

The Task Force is composed of 13 members appointed by the Supervisors, unions, and 5 

selected from applicants by the appointed members. 

 

Now that the Task Force members have chosen a Chair, Martin Rodarte and Vice-Chair, Nancy 

Yap, adopted bylaws, and set up several ad hoc committees to study and make recommendations 

on the most timely projects, they are making some progress on their major tasks. A key issue is 

pushing the Board of Supervisors to determine an appropriate solution to the dilemma that 

Measure J, passed by the voters in November 2020, which amends the County charter to require 

at least 10% of locally generated, unrestricted revenue be reinvested into community 

development and alternatives to incarceration, was never actually entered into the Charter. 

Measure G provisions cancel this ordinance in 2028. 

 

Task Force meetings are held on Wednesdays at 5 pm at county locations 

including Magic Johnson Recreation Center in South LA. These meetings 

are streamed live on a secure system called WebEx. The schedule and 

agendas, as well as recordings of past meetings, can be found at 

https://measureg.lacounty.gov/task-force-meetings. Community members 

can sign up to have email notices sent to them. On the website can be 

found bios of the 13 Task Force members and the text of Measure G. The 

next meeting is set for November 12. 

 

Major tasks for the Task force include these items: 

 

1. By 2026 Establish an independent Ethics Commission and Office of Ethics Compliance 

with a Compliance Officer 

2. By 2028 Establish a Director of Budget and Management and mandate public budget 

presentations during Supervisor meetings 

3. Create a position of Legislative Analyst to advise the supervisors on impact of legislation 

4. By 2028 set out criteria for electing a County Executive accountable for the County's $45 

billion budget. 

5. Create a process to Expand the Board of Supervisors from 5 to 9 elected members 

starting in 2032. Boundaries of the 9 districts will be determined by the Independent 

Citizen’s Redistricting commission  using data from the 2030 census.  

6. Establish a Charter Review Commission to meet every 10 years to review governance 

and the County Charter. 

 

More information on the Government Reform Task Force and its responsibilities will be the 

subject of the LACIC November 9 meeting. 

 

Margo Reeg 

Public Policy Chair 

 

 

https://measureg.lacounty.gov/task-force-meetings
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MYRA LONG SCHOLARSHIP FUND (MLSF) 
 

The Myra Long Scholarship Fund (MLSF) committee met on Zoom at 8:30 AM on Wednesday, 

October 8.  Despite our lack of technology, all members attended, and Paula Ocampo, President, 

was a guest. 

Carole Restovich reported that all the College Scholarships were processed except for one 

(Earlyne Clemons scholarship).  The reason was the applicant had already graduated, and there 

was no school documentation of enrollment in the college for the next semester 

Kaye Kidwell discussed the girls selected for Tech Trek from Los Nietos 7th grade. 

Communication was delayed due to moving the 6th grade class the district from grammar school 

to the Middle School. We are waiting to give the $6,000 from the 2024-2025 budget for a STEM 

program at Los Nietos Grammar School. 

Paula Ocampo, President, stated she is continuing to find a Tech Trek Coordinator for this year. 

She will attend all the Zoom meetings to assist the new person. 

Carole Restovich reported that she had received feedback from the recipients of the College 

Scholarships for the nursing students.  

Susan Halliday reported all the High School Scholarships were delivered and all the girls were 

enrolled in their respective colleges. Next year La Serna and Santa Fe High Schools are where we 

will draw applicants for the 2025-2026 Scholarships. 

Sharon Heck reported the 2026 Math/Science Conference will be held at Whittier College on 

January 7, 2026. Fourteen schools have responded. 

The most exciting news we have is that we increased the  2025-2026 budget by $25,000, in 

order to give $100,000 in scholarships in honor of the branch’s 100th Anniversary. 

The next MLSF Committee will meet on Zoom Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at  8:30 AM  

If you would  like to attend, please text Barbara (909) 374-2771 for a link. 

MLSF  COMMITTEE: 

Barbara Gile-Chairperson, Kaye Kidwell-Treasurer, Carole Restovich- Secretary, Susan Halliday, 

Sharon Heck, Patricia Dudley, Ann Chambers and Dolores Gonzalez-Hayes 

 

 

MATH/SCIENCE CONFERENCE VOLUNTEERS  

 

Our next Math/Science Conference, under the leadership of Sharon Heck, will be held on 

Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at Whittier College from early morning to noon. Those who wish to 

volunteer to help that day should notify Dolores Seidman at deeseidman@gmail.com. 

 

Those who signed up previously at the GWA Branch Meeting on October 11 do not need to do so 

again.   Further information regarding specific assignments will be sent closer to the date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

mailto:deeseidman@gmail.com
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MODERN TRENDS IN LITERATURE 
 

Modern Trends meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6 PM at  Georgine Sweeney's house;  

16411 Pasada Dr. Whittier, CA 90603 (near Whittwood), phone (562) 631-6698. 

Zoom is also available. The link will be shared two days before the meeting. 

On Thursday, November 13, at 6 PM, we will discuss Harlem Rhapsody by Victoria Christopher 

Murray, reviewer is to be determined. 

Modern Trends Books for 2025-2026 

Feb 12 Beyond the Crushing Waves by Lily Mirren, reviewed by Carol K 

Mar 12 The Emperor of Gladness by Ocean Vuong, reviewed by Greta Lebow 

April 15 Whittier Reads Book, TBD 

May 14 The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon, reviewed by Janice Geiger 

June 11 West with Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge, reviewed by Lisbeth Solberg 

 

Thank you, Georgine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MYSTERY MAVENS 

Mystery Mavens will meet on Wednesday, November 19, 2025, 6PM at 

The Original Roadhouse Grill, 15156 Whittier Blvd., Whittier, CA 90603, 

near Whittwood.  We will discuss The Word is Murder by Anthony 

Horowitz.  Kay Clark will lead our review.   

 “A woman crosses a London street.  It is just after 11 a.m. on a bright spring morning, and she 

is going into a funeral parlor to plan her own service.  Six hours later the woman is dead, strangled 

with a crimson cord in her own home. 

 Enter disgraced police detective Daniel Hawthorne, a brilliant, eccentric man as quick with an 

insult as he is to crack a case.  And Hawthorne has a partner, the celebrated novelist Anthony 

Horowitz, curious about the case and looking for new material.  As brusque, impatient, and 

annoying as Hawthorne can be, Horowitz—a seasoned hand when it comes to crime stories—

suspects the detective may be on to something, and is irresistibly drawn into the mystery. 

 But as the case unfolds, Horowitz realizes that he’s at the center of a story he can’t control, 

and his brilliant partner may be hiding dark and mysterious secrets of his own.” 

Our books for the 2025-2026 year are listed below, as they were chosen by our members at our 

May meeting.  All are welcome to join us on November 19, 2025. 

Books for 2025-2026 

January 21 The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware, reviewed by Lisbeth Solberg 

March 18 Jane and the Unpleasantness at Scargrave Manor by Stephanie Barron, reviewed 

by Cindy Birt 

May 20 The Housemaid by Freida McFadden, reviewed by Linda Oberholtzer 

 

Sharon Heck 

 
MYSTERY MAVENS 
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INTERNATIONAL CONCERNS 

 

On Thursday, November 20, 2025 we will meet at the home of Sharon Heck, 6032 Comstock Ave., 

Whittier, CA 90601, 10AM, to discuss Chapter 8, “American Policy in the Middle East: Taking 

Stock and Looking Ahead” in our Great Decisions 2025 book.  The discussion will be led by Helen 

Jewell.   

 

Chapter 8 will conclude the discussion of the Great Decisions 2025 book.  We will receive our 2026 

books in January, and begin discussing it in February 2026.  In December we will gather at an 

international restaurant for lunch. 

 

Please RSVP to Sharon for the November 20 meeting, because her street requires parking permits 

which she can acquire from the city for one day use. 

 

All are welcome to join us for great discussions.  See you on Thursday, November 20, 2025, 10AM. 

 

Sharon Heck 

s.heck4peace@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORNING BOOK 
 

Please join us in reading and discussing  Persuasion, by Jane Austen, at 

10AM on Monday, November 24.  This December will be Jane Austen’s 

250th birthday!  Persuasion, Austen’s final completed novel (1817), 

features her trademark humor, style, and memorable characters. At 

twenty-seven, Anne Elliot not only is no longer young and has few 

romantic prospects, but her family is dealing with financial losses. Eight 

years earlier, she had been persuaded by her friend Lady Russell to break 

off her engagement to Frederick Wentworth, a handsome naval captain 

with neither fortune nor rank. Now Wentworth has returned, having 

made his fortune as a naval officer in the Napoleonic wars. How will 

Anne overcome family and societal expectations and her own feelings 

that she has irrevocably missed her chance? Can Captain Wentworth 

forgive her for rejecting him in the past? Persuasion is a brilliant satire 

of vanity and pretension, a picture of a time of societal change, but also 

a love story tinged with the heartache of missed opportunities.   

 

Linda Harris will lead our discussion at my house, 5654 Palm Ave., Whittier.  I will also provide 

refreshments.  Please let me know if you will be attending in person so I can plan accordingly.  I 

will provide a Zoom link for those unable to be here which will be sent shortly before the meeting. 

 

Ann Topjon, Chair   562-665-1724 
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WRITING IS FUN 
 

Writing is Fun! will meet Nov. 19 (a week earlier than usual because of the Thanksgiving 

holiday) at the home of Carole Restovich at 11 AM. At this time of year, we usually write about 

what we are grateful for in 2025. Of course, you may choose any topic that interests you.  We 

share our writing with each other and that often leads to lively conversations.  Bring your 

favorite lunch item and Carole will provide drinks and dessert. All are welcome. 

 

We hope to see you there! 

Carole Restovich 

 

Carole Restovich  

 
 

 

 

 

AAUW LA Cuisine Dines Out! 
(Open to all AAUW members) 

 
Too late to Celebrate Dia de la Independencia? 

Too early to Celebrate Cinco de Mayo? 
 

It's always time to celebrate at the fabulous 

 

Zapien's Salsa Grill in Pico Rivera! 
6702 Rosemead Blvd. 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660 

 

5:30 PM - Thursday, November 13 
 

Renowned Chef Marco Zapien has created a wonderful menu for us 
with appetizers, a choice of 4 entrees, and 3 desserts, including soft drinks.  

 
Cost: $35.00 per Person, including tax and tips 

(Please bring the exact amount in Cash!) 
 

Wine and beer are available for purchase for an additional individual charge. 

Parking is limited, please carpool! 
 

Reservations to Susan Sones  

No later than Friday, November 7th! 

(562) 458-7837 

Sonesfam@gmail.com 

 

Looking forward to seeing all of you "foodies" there! 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Sonesfam@gmail.com
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DINING FOR $$$$ 
 

When: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

Where: Original Roadhouse Grill 

 15156 E. Whittier Blvd 

 

Our November Dining For $$$ event is happening on Wednesday 11/19/25 from 11 AM to 9 PM, 

NOT THURSDAY, Mystery Mavens meets here on Wednesday. The Original Roadhouse Grill; 

featuring steaks (hand cut daily, grilled over mesquite), BBQ, ribs, burgers, chicken sandwiches, 

salads, freshly baked rolls, full bar and more. Dine in only for Dining for Dollars. 15156 E. 

Whittier Blvd.  Located just west of the Whittwood shopping center next to Harbor Freight. There 

is ample parking. Please support this local restaurant for their generous support of the Myra Long 

Scholarship Fund. 

 

Andrea Bellamy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST FRIDAY 
 

It’s time again to reunite with AAUW friends outside of our official meetings. Bob and Judi 

Henderson will be hosting First Friday at their beautiful home, November 7th, from 6 PM to 8 PM. 

 

Date/Time:  November 7th, 6 PM to 8 PM 

Address:    5657 Citrus Avenue  (cross-street is Floral) 

Directions:  Go east on Beverly Blvd to Citrus, turn right, and continue to Floral. The house is on 

the N/W corner.  

 

Information for new members:  First Friday is a traditional social gathering hosted at someone’s 

home; it’s held on the first Friday of the month. (except July and August).  Friends and significant 

others are always welcome!   It’s an opportunity to get acquainted with members’ families!   

 

Just remember to bring something sweet or savory, and your choice of beverage for everyone’s 

enjoyment. 

 

Consider hosting a First Friday!!! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Belen Duarte-Sousa 
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Check with Andrea on liquor and make text darker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

REALLY GREAT STUFF 
Winter Boutique 

 

14402 WHITTIER BLVD 

 

December 3, 4, 5 

11 AM to 6 PM 

---------------- 

December 6 

10 AM to 5 PM 

 
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!!! 

20% OF PROCEEDS GO TO OUR GREATER WHITTIER AREA  BRANCH 

 

Great Winter & Holiday Fashions 

Christmas Decorations & Gifts 

Free Gift Wrapping 

ANY QUESTIONS 

CALL  Karen van der Baan at 562-695-0048  

or TEXT 562-665-4058 
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   COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS  
 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, October 18th, many GWA-AAUW members rallied alongside their community at 

Whittier City Hall as part of the nationwide No Kings Day of action.  For AAUW members, this was 

a powerful nonpartisan demonstration defending education, economic opportunity, and civil rights. 

We protested rollbacks to Title IX protections, expansions of voucher programs, campus censorship, 

and bans on DEI initiatives that threaten to limit access and opportunity for students. 
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   COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS (cont.) 

 
 

 

 

 

Did you know the City of Whittier has a large and active arts community whose efforts are visible 

throughout the city year-round?  In 1987, the City of Whittier authorized the formation of 

the Cultural Arts Commission as the official agency for the encouragement and development of the 

arts in the community and schools.   

Check out their website:  https://www.whittierprcs.org/about-us/cultural-arts 

 

 

On Saturday, November 8, 2025 from 9AM to 12 PM, 

The City of Whittier Cultural Arts Commission will 

sponsor a very popular yearly event, Chalktastic! 

Families and individuals of all ages are invited to 

transform a 4’×4′ square into a colorful chalk 

masterpiece on the sidewalks of Whittier City Hall, 

13230 E. Penn Street.   Registration is free and includes 

a chalk kit and kneeling pad — prizes will be awarded 

by age group and for People’s Choice.  Enjoy live 

demos, games, food vendors, and a lively community 

atmosphere   

Questions about Chalktastic? Call 562-567-9430. 

  

⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟⸞⸟ 

 

This section includes community news as well as your personal news, tips, and stories. Send me 

yours so I can include them in our next newsletter. 

 

Paula Ocampo 

Newsletter Editor 

pocampo@aol.com 

 

https://www.whittierprcs.org/?navid=1266
https://www.whittierprcs.org/about-us/cultural-arts
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Please consult our style sheet and follow it when preparing your newsletter article.  It will save me a great 

deal of time and work.  If you do not have a style sheet, please let me know and I will send you one.  Thank 

you for your cooperation and for sending in your articles by the 15th of the month.  All submissions must be 

in WORD documents as attachments to emails.  Please create the document within WORD itself 

rather than cutting and pasting into WORD.  Please DO NOT use TABS.  Please, do not type the 

articles within the email itself. Please give the article a descriptive name, not merely “newsletter 

article,” and use that name in the subject line of the email. 

 

Please send articles by email on or before the 15th of every month, August through May to 

pocampo@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor – Paula Ocampo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please visit our websites and social media: 

 

AAUW National www.aauw.org 

AAUW California www.aauw-ca.org 

GWA-AAUW www.whittier-ca.aauw.net 

 

Greater Whittier Area - 

American Association of University Women 

PO Box 5333 

Whittier, CA 90607 

November 2025 

GREATER WHITTIER AREA CALENDAR 
 

Board Meeting November 4 (Tuesday) 7 PM  Zoom 

First Friday November 7 (Friday) 6 PM - 8 PM Judi and Bob Henderson’s 

Branch Meeting November 8 (Saturday) 9:30 AM First Friends Church Whittier 

LACIC Meeting November 9 (Sunday) 2 PM – 4 PM Zoom 

La Cuisine November 13 (Thursday) 5:30 PM Zapien’s Salsa Grill 

Modern Trends November 13 (Thursday) 6 PM Georgine Sweeney’s 

DEI  November 18 (Tuesday) 2 PM Pat Dudley’s 

Writing is Fun November 19 (Wednesday) 11 AM Carole Restovich’s 

Dining for $$$$ November 19 (Wednesday)  11 AM - 9 PM Original Roadhouse Grill 

Mystery Mavens November 19 (Wednesday)  6 PM Original Roadhouse Grill 

International Concerns November 20 (Thursday) 10 AM Sharon Heck’s 

Branch Fundraiser December 3 (Wednesday)  11 AM-6 PM Really Great Stuff 

Branch Fundraiser December 4 (Thursday)  11 AM-6 PM Really Great Stuff 

Branch Fundraiser December 5 (Friday)  11 AM-6 PM Really Great Stuff 

Branch Fundraiser December 6 (Saturday)  10 AM-5 PM Really Great Stuff 

CHECK WITH YOUR SECTION LEADERS FOR UPDATES AND ZOOM INVITATIONS 

 
 
Learn more about GWA-AAUW 

Follow us on Instagram @ AAUW.GWA 

Join our Facebook Group: 
Greater Whittier Area Branch AAUW 
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